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Methodology

Data Sources

This analysis is based on three source of information:

1. Event Summary: A brief summary of the roundtable event “World Order in a New
Context” held at the Royal Academy of Cambodia on March 13, 2026, which provide
background and context for the speech.

Source: https://rac.gov.kh/kh/posts/1984

2. Speech Transcript: The full English transcript of Dr. Kin Phea’s speech, which was
used to understand the key message and topic he address, including corruption,
nepotism, rule of law, and the need for reform.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/reel/1434371841610007

3. Public Comments: A total of 2,369 Facebook comments collected from the
Cambonomist Facebook post (published March 14, 2026). The comment data include
user name, user ID, comment text, like count, and timestamp.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/reel/1434371841610007

Analysis Method

This analysis use keyword-based sentiment classification on all 2,369 comments. Each
comment was check against comprehensive Khmer and English keyword list for support
language, skepticism language, offensive language, conditional support, and issue-specific
word.

Each comment get a score across multiple dimension and was put into the category with the
strongest signal. Comments that only raise issue without clear support or opposition was
categorize separately as “Issue Raising.” All comments was then manually review to correct any
mis-categorization.

Comment Category Definitions

Below is a short definition of each sentiment category used in this report, so reader can
understand what each group mean:
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4. Clear Support: The commenter clearly agree with Dr. Kin Phea’s speech. They use

(T ”

word like “support,” “agree,

good speech,” “bravo,” or positive emoji such as <= and V.

5. Conditional Support: The commenter agree with the speech but add a condition. For
example: “Good idea, but can the government really do it?” or “I support this, only if they
take real action.”

6. The commenter use the speech as a chance to talk about specific
problem in Cambodia, such as corruption, drugs, border issue, nepotism, or education.
They do not directly oppose the speech but focus on the issue itself.

7. Skeptical: The commenter doubt that any change will happen. They may agree with the
problem but do not believe the government will act. Common phrase include “talk but
can’t do,” “believe this, quick end,” and “theory 10, practice 0.”

8. Oppose / Mock: The commenter use mocking, sarcastic, or offensive language to reject
the speech or the speaker. This include insult, name-calling, laughing emoji, or
dismissive word like “rubbish,” “clown,” or “zero.”

9. Neutral / Unclear: The comment is too short, ambiguous, or in another language to
classify. This include single letter, random emoji, comment in Japanese or Chinese, or
statement that do not show any clear opinion about the speech.

Limitation

This analysis have several limitation that the reader should be aware of:

+ The analysis rely on keyword matching, which may not capture the full meaning of every
comment. Khmer language have many misspelling, slang, and informal expression that
are difficult to detect automatically.

« Sarcasm and irony are hard to identify by keyword alone. Some comment that appear
positive may actually be sarcastic, and vice versa.

+ The comment data only represent the opinion of Facebook user who choose to comment
on the Cambonomist post. It do not represent the opinion of the whole Cambodian
population.

* A small number of comment (6.2%) remain neutral or unclear because they are too
short, written in other language (Japanese, Chinese), or do not contain enough
information to classify.
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